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Dom Sylvester, a faculty member and former student at Montclair State, lets out a cloud of vapor with his Juul.
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fact or a Letter to the Editor, email the Editor-in-Chief at
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Information reported in the Red Hawk Rap Sheet comes directly from
the MSU Police Department. We do not print retractions to the rap
sheet unless information directly from the police report is incorrect. We
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to relevant documents to corroborate the information.
All submissions to the newspaper become property of The Montclarion.
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Red Hawk Rap Sheet
Monday, Dec. 3
Bohn Hall: A female
student
reported
being harrassed by several
known female students.
The student advised that
the harrassment was ongoing since November
and consisted of pranks
and threats. The student
advised that she did not
wish to file a complaint
against the individuals at
this time.
Tuesday, Dec. 4
Off-Campus: A female
student reported receiving several calls from an
individual claiming to be
from Social Security. The
student advised that she
felt comfortable to provide
the caller with her personal
information, at which point
the caller abruptly hung
up. This incident is under
investigation.
Wednesday, Dec. 5
Freeman Hall: A male student reported that his Yeti
26-ounce thermos was stolen from the dining area
after he left it unattended.
This incident is under
investigation.

Graphic by Claudia
Habrahamshon
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Tuesday, Dec. 4
Campus Parking Lot: A
female commuter student
reported that several personal checks has been stolen from her vehicle while
parked on campus. The
stolen checks were subsequently used to gain access
to the student’s bank account. This incident is under investigation.

Wednesday, Dec. 5
University Hall: A female
student reported that her
Dell laptop, charger and
computer case were stolen
after she left the items unattended. This incident is
under investigation.

Thursday, Dec. 6
Gordon Hall: Students Sean
Kelly, Garret Birchenough
and Johnathan Anderson
were issued special complaint summonses while in
Gordon Hall for the possession of an alcoholic beverage while underage. The
students were issued a follow-up court date in the Little Falls Municipal Court.

Anyone who has information regarding these incidents
is urged to call the police station at T-I-P-S (8477).
All calls are strictly confidential.

themontclarion.org
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Student Punched on Campus Shuttle

Terra Applegate was reported to university authorities for striking a student in the head
Heather Berzak
News Editor
According to a statement
from Capt. Kieran Barrett of the
Montclair State University Police Department, university student Terra Applegate struck another student in the side of the
head while on a campus shuttle
bus around 11 p.m. on Monday,
Nov. 26.
The student who reported
the incident intended to press
charges for simple assault, but
there are no charges in place at
this time.
“It is now understood that
the complainant did not file
the charge as intended with the
Little Falls Court,” Barrett said.
“The complainant advised she
would file charges and has yet
to.”
Senior business major, Monserratt Rodriguez, says she would
have jumped in and stopped
Applegate had she been there to
witness it.
“That’s just horrible,” Rodriguez said. “If I was witnessing
that from the shuttle I would
make her stop and help without
a doubt.”
However, this incident does
not intimidate Rodriguez from
taking a campus shuttle going
forward.
“Things happen but I trust
there being a safe environment
[a] majority of the time on the

shuttle,” Rodriguez said.
Barrett stated that Applegate
and the victim knew each other
prior to the altercation.
Junior physical education major Jenna Gambino believes situations like these pose safety risks
for surrounding students.
“A physical altercation should
never occur on a college campus,
especially in a moving vehicle full
ofstudentsandprofessors,”Gambino said. “[But] this will not stop
me from riding on the shuttle because it’s the most reliable source
of transportation [at] Montclair
State.”
Barrett further mentioned that
this matter would also be referred
to the university’s director of student conduct for disciplinary action.
Senior English major Samantha Dellanno believes incidents
like these can cause surrounding students more issues than
just direct danger.
“The biggest concern would
be timing and convenience,”
Dellanno said. “If there’s fighting, damages and safety issues, then they shut down the
shuttles or they have to stop. If
I have to get to class or I’m in
a rush, that could be an issue.”
University Director of Media
Relations Erika Bleiberg con- Montclair State students enter a campus shuttle bus outside of
firms the information provided University Hall.
by Barrett regarding the investigation.

Anthony Gabbianelli | The Montclarion

Forget the Books, Pet the Pups
Christina Urban
News Editor

Wagging tails, wet noses and cute paws, oh my!

It’s not every day there’s
an event with dogs on campus, but around the end of
the semester, it’s guaranteed.
Students formed a line around
bookshelves in Harry A.
Sprague Library, waiting for a
chance to pet service dogs in
lieu of upcoming finals.
Coordinator of Health Pro-

motion Dr. Marie Cascarano
said this event always draws
hundreds of students.
“It reminds them of a pet
back home,” Cascarano said.
“It gives them a chance to step
away from what they are doing this time of year and take a
break.”
Every semester, Health
Promotion sponsors an event
where students can meet furry

Montclair State students entering a campus Olivia Kearns | The Montclarion
shuttle bus outside of University Hall.

friends as a way to destress for
finals.
Janet Adams, owner of
therapy dog Lucy, said the
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel
has always loved people. She
certified Lucy as a therapy
dog after the positive response
when she would bring the pup
to her mother’s assisted living
housing. Now they travel to
places like nursing homes and
schools to bring happiness.
“A lot of people tell me it
makes their day,” Adams said.
“They just smile and it raises
their moods.”
Freshman biology major
Jasmine Rojas is part of Health
Promotion but came as a guest
to spend some time with the
dogs.
“I think everyone likes dogs,
and I think it’s a great way to
relax,” Rojas said.
Some students are not in
favor of the dogs being on
campus. Montclair Animal Activists President Emily Klesitz
said the organization does not
support the event.
“Dogs are social animals
naturally so this issue is not as
exploitative as others, like the
petting zoos on campus, but it
is still wrong,” Klesitz said.
She believes the dogs are
here for human benefit only
and there isn’t a real relation-

Olivia Kearns | The Montclarion
Lucy the therapy dog was a fan favorite.
Many students loved the fact that she would
sit on their laps.

ship between the students and
the dogs themselves.
“If for example, dogs up for
adoption in need of a home
were brought to campus to

possibly find homes while also
we enjoy seeing them, it would
be a more equal exchange,”
Klesitz said.
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Juul: Montclair State students are addicted to Juuling
Continued from page 1

A single “Juul Pod,” which is the cartridge that clicks on top of the device, contains up to five percent nicotine.

Montclair State students and
other teenagers participate in the
trend of Juuling, despite alarming
health labels.
Robert McPherson tightly
clutches a small device in hishands as he braces against the
brisk weather on a bench outside
behind the Center for Environmental and Life Sciences at Montclair State University.
The device, commonly mistaken
for a USB flash drive, is easily disregarded by other students until
McPherson brings it to his lips
and inhales deeply from it. Soon
after, he blows a white cloud of
smoke into the air and is greeted
with a sense of relaxation.
The 21-year-old junior computer science major watches as the
cloud of vapor vanishes before
breathing in from the end of the

Juul again. In the air, the lingering
smell of mango remains, along
with McPherson’s urge to satisfy
his nicotine addiction.
“The thing about it is that you
feel better if you are hitting a
Juul all day, even if you are smoking more nicotine than smoking
three cigarettes a day,” McPherson said. “I just feel better with
the Juul. However, in terms of
nicotine just by the numbers, I’m
probably taking in more.”
A single Juul pod, which is the
cartridge that clicks on top of the
device, contains up to five percent nicotine. According to the
official Juul website, that is the
same amount of nicotine that is
found in an entire pack of cigarettes. Smokers say it can take
them as little as a few days or up
to a week or two to go through an

entire pod.
It only took two years for the tiny
nicotine-filled device to take over
the e-cigarette market. It has exploded its way into colleges and
high schools around the state, creating worry for parents and health
professionals. Just as cigarette
use among teenagers was hitting
an all-time low, people who have
never smoked before are becoming highly addicted to Juuling.
Stanford graduates Adam Bowen and James Monsees founded
Juul Labs in 2015. Juul’s website
states its intention was to explicitly target cigarette smokers in an
attempt to combat addiction. In
the short amount of time since
being released, the Food and
DrugAdministration(FDA)saidin
a recently issued report that the
use of Juuls has quickly reached

Undeclared sophomore Rachel Benzinger (right) and public health sophomore Kayla Williams (left) Juul
outside

Chanila German | The Montclarion

an epidemic proportion.
With the FDA starting a movement to end teenage vaping, Juul
recently released a statement addressing the controversy around
their product. On Nov. 13, Juul’s
CEO Kevin Burns announced
several steps the company plans
on taking to help stop the rampant use of their product among
young people.
The FDA is pushing to eliminate retail orders for the mango,
fruit, creme and cucumber Juul
pods to more than 90,000 retail
stores that currently sell their
products. These flavors will now
only be available on JUUL.com
where they are adding stricter
age-verification steps. By the end
of the year, their precautions will
include tools, such as two-factor
authentications and a real-time

Chanila German | The Montclarion

photo requirement where a user’s
face must match a valid, uploaded ID.
Health advocates fear this may
be too little too late. Juuls are being found in the hands mostly of
those not in the target audience.
“I never had a cigarette in my
life before, but then I happened
to like the Juul, so I started doing
that,” said senior nutrition major
Vanoush Sabbagh. “It was introduced to me by friends, it’s not
something I found on my own.”
This habit among young nonsmokers has raised an alarm with
health workers who fear it threatens to repeat history and create
an issue as dangerous and widespread as cigarettes did.
Juuls can be bought at most gas
stations or vape stores. At Montclair State, they are sold at over 50
locations within a three mile radius. Users must be 21 to purchase
the device along with the pods,
but there is no restriction on who
can actually smoke it.
Jesse Puno is the owner of Broad
SmokeShopinNewMilford,New
Jersey, where they sell Juuls for
around $30 to $45.
“A lot of the customers that try
to buy Juuls are underage and in
my opinion it’s all about social acceptance,” Puno said. “Kids want
it to feel like they are ‘in.’ Also, the
age restriction makes them want
it even more.’’
New Milford 7-Eleven employee
Jaya Manandhar has seen customers of all ages looking to purchase the device.
“I have seen regular customers that are 30 years old and
over switching from cigarettes
to Juul,” Manandhar said. “We
have found some underage customers trying to buy Juuls, but
not many because in this com-

Article written by Stephanie Braunlich, Christopher Dean, Chanila German, Cassidy Layton, Katie Leonard, Junior Morel, Margaret Moutis, Diana Ortiz,
Anthony Paradiso,Carolina Portillo Cook, Rebecca Serviss and Kerianne Vianden

themontclarion.org

munity we know a lot of people.
7-Eleven always checks IDs to
make sure that Juuls don’t end
up in the hands of underage
kids.’’
Despite store owners’ and online
vendors’ refusal to sell to those
underage, teenagers are still successfully acquiring these devices.
The high tech appearance, enticing pod flavors and ease of use
are all part of the appeal for teenagers.
As part of Juul’s new plan, they
are restricting online customers
to two devices and 15 Juul pod
packages per month and no more
than 10 devices a year.
Emily Moutis, a junior at Parsippany Hills High School, has witnessed the obsession of Juul in
her own school. She explains that
there are rules against it, but that
does little to stop students from
smoking their Juuls during class
time.
“People smoke secretly, when
the teacher turns away or they go
into the bathroom,” Moutis said.
Diana DeMottie, a senior at the
high school, is often a witness to
fellow classmates Juuling in class.
“It’s kind of funny because
people will put it up their
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A group of Montclair State University students smokes Juuls, cigarettes, e-cigarettes and vape mods.

sleeve and then blow the smoke
down their sweatshirt so teachers don’t see it,” DeMottie said.
“People do it all the time in

Chanila German | The Montclarion
Dominick Sylvester, a faculty member
and former student at Montclair State, shows off his Juul.

the bathroom and in the locker
room.”
Alysha Bailey, a junior at Parsippany Hills, is aware that the growing number of Juul users in her
high school is an issue.
“People aren’t aware enough of
what can really happen to you if
youJuul,”Baileysaid.“Theythink
it’s harmless.”
With younger generations getting information and being influenced by social media, Juul has
gone to the extent of shutting
down their U.S.-based social media accounts on Facebook and Instagram. Their Twitter account is
now confined to nonpromotional
content only.
On YouTube, they have an
age restriction only allowing 21+ to access their channel
where they will only be posting testimonials of former adult

smokers who have switched to
their device.
Mean while, parents are becoming increasingly worried
about the effect that using Juuls
have on their children.
Mayra Perez is a concerned
mother of two boys ages 15 and
20. The oldest has never smoked
before, but the 15-year-old has
tried several vaping products,
such as Hookah and vape pens.
Now, he has moved on to Juul.
Perez discovered her youngest son was using a Juul about a
year ago. She said he picked up
the habit by hanging out with his
friends from school.
Like many other parents, Perez is at a loss at how to get her
child to quit this addiction and
she does not know what methods to take at this point.
“[I have] thrown out any of

those pens that [I have] seen students who do comply with
in the house, but he still finds the university’s new policy, he
ways to get new ones,” Perez has had a few encounters with
said.
students caught Juuling outside
Since Perez’s son is not of legal of the designated areas.
age to purchase a Juul or pods
Those who do get reported
by himself, he gets his older could face suspension from the
friends to buy it for him.
university.
“I want him to stop,” Perez said.
“I honestly haven’t seen as
“But he keeps getting a hand on many people [Juuling] as I
them wherever he can and it’s thought I would,” said Robert
worrying me a lot.”
O’Connor, a senior journalism
Dr. Marie Cascarano, coordi- major at Montclair State and
nator of Health Promotion at entertainment editor at The
Montclair State, shares similar Montclarion. “But maybe that’s
concerns.
because I don’t do it in the
“Regarding health conse- smoking sections where you’re
quences for Juul, there isn’t a lot supposed to. No one’s caught
of research of information for me yet.”
long-term health risks of inhalA few months ago, O’Connor
ing the chemicals nor is there was gifted a Juul by his friend
research to support it is ‘safe,’”
Cascarano said. “Though it is
marketed as a way to reduce or
quit cigarette use, it is actually
attracting younger kids to begin
using.”
Fifty random Montclair State
students were surveyed to
test their knowledge of Juuls.
From those results, 78 percent
knew what a Juul was. Half of
those students thought it was
healthier compared to cigarettes.
Out of all the students that
know of Juuls, 48 percent said
they were aware one pod is
equivalent to about 20 cigarettes. The majority of students
knew 21 is the age required to
purchase it.
Regardless of age, in accordance with Montclair State’s
new smoking policy, the use
of electronic smoking devices
outside of the designated areas and inside any building is
prohibited and against the Student Code of Conduct, which
includes Juuls. Many students
are unaware that they will
face the same consequences
as smoking a cigarette if they
are using their Juul outside of
designated smoking areas.
Junior computer science major Robert
As a result of this misun- McPherson Juuls behind the Center for
derstanding, some students Environmental and Life Sciences.
have already been reported to
Director of Student Conduct cigarettes but it’s still bad for
Jerry Collins, who is respon- you regardless and I know
sible for handling discipline that,” Sylvester said. “I know
on campus. While he has seen I’m still putting poison into my

Chanila German | The Montclarion

that knew he wanted to cut
back on his cigarette addiction. It proved to be a helpful
aid for him to stop smoking so
many cigarettes, although now
a pack of cigarettes is replaced
with a constant Juul in his hand.
O’Connor sees his Juul habit as
temporary and wants to quit
both eventually.
Dominick Sylvester, a Montclair State University alumnus,
has successfully quit smoking
cigarettes because of Juul. After five years, Sylvester became
tired of smelling like smoke and
knew too well the danger he
was putting his health in but
is aware that Juuls are far from
healthy.
“It’s a lot better for you than

Chanila German | The Montclarion

body.”
He hopes to wean himself off
Juuling completely within the
next month.

themontclarion.org
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Montclair State alumnus Joshua Dela Cruz was part of the graduating class of 2011.

Photo courtesy of www.imdb.com

Where Are They Now:

Joshua Dela Cruz and ‘Blue’s Clues’
eventually got him nominated for a Papermill Playhouse Rising Star Award for the
best leading actor in a musical.
“This was essentially the Tony Awards for
In the mid-‘90s, any mystery could be
solved with a few simple ingredients: a blue high school musicals across the state of New
dog, a handy dandy notebook and a think- Jersey,” Dela Cruz said.
Not long after, he received a scholarship
ing chair. “Blue’s Clues” taught a generation
of children that if we “use our minds, and to attend Papermill Playhouse’s conservatotake a step at a time, we can do anything.” ry program. For one month, he took singing,
One Montclair State University graduate did dancing and performing classes five days a
week at Montclair State.
just that.
“Montclair State has been in my life for
For Montclair State alumnus Joshua Dela
Cruz ‘11, being cast as the host of “Blue’s quite a while,” Dela Cruz said. “That was the
first time I was surrounded by people that
Clues & You” was a dream come true.
In September, Dela Cruz received a love theater.”
Then came the summer of his senior year.
starring role in the revival of the classic children’s series, “Blue’s Clues,” but his journey The actor was questioning everything.
“I was asking myself who are these crazy
to becoming an actor goes back to when he
people and why do I feel so at home,” Dela
was in high school.
Dela Cruz shared that his education pro- Cruz said.
Following that, Dela Cruz told his parents
vided him with the skills he needed to sucabout what he wanted to do.
ceed in the entertainment industry.
“My amazing parents were supportive
“I was really lucky to be presented with
the opportunities that led me to where I am and scared,” Dela Cruz said. “Nobody in my
today,” Dela Cruz said. “I was prepared be- family was ever in the entertainment business.”
cause of my amazing teachers.”
The actor soon auditioned for Montclair
The Bergenfield native attended New
Milford High School, where he was a part of State’s performing arts program. He was
accepted and took as many classes as he
their theater department.
“I was in the spring musical,” Dela Cruz could.
“I just wanted more and more,” Dela Cruz
said. “At the time, I was just doing it for fun
said.
and to get to know people.”
His sister inspired him to go through all
Dela Cruz grew up with a love for television, and his mother would even joke with that work and finally enter the business.
“My older sister told me I needed to do
him about entering the business. He had
musicals,” Dela Cruz said. “She said it was the
other dreams though.
“I would tell her ‘No mom, I’m going to be best way to meet people and do extracurricular activities.”
a lawyer’,” Dela Cruz said.
Eventually, he landed himself a role as an
While performing in the spring musical in high school, he met Montclair State understudy in “Aladdin” on Broadway. Dela
alumnus Robert McClure. McClure returned Cruz was with the Disney musical for five
to New Milford High School to direct. Even- years. On the side, he would take film and
tually, he wrote a show during Dela Cruz’s television classes in the city.
Dela Cruz has already become an influjunior year called, “The Bagel Factory.” The
show was based on his experience attend- ence to other Red Hawks. Alex Reitter, a
ing New Milford High School while working junior majoring in performing arts, shared
that Dela Cruz’s success is encouraging to
at a bagel shop of the same name.
Dela Cruz was cast as a lead role. This other performers that hope to follow in his
Jeremy Wall
Staff Writer

Joshua Dela Cruz, a Montclair State alumnus,
is the new host of “Blue’s Clues” on Nickelodeon.
footsteps.
“I think it’s cool to know that a fellow
BFA actor got such large roles in the business,” Reitter said. “Someone who’s had
the same training as me is taking on both
Broadway and TV.”
After taking classes and learning more
about the medium, Dela Cruz heard TV
knocking on his door. His agent got him
an audition for “Blue’s Clues & You.”
“Even if you don’t arrive anxious, you
start to pick up the anxiety of the people
around you,” Dela Cruz said. “Never in a
million years did I think I would be auditioning for ‘Blue’s Clues & You’.”
The show originally debuted in September 1996. As a ‘90s kid, Dela Cruz grew
up watching the original “Blue’s Clues.” He
would watch the children’s program with
his sister.
In March, it was announced that the
show was officially being revived. Dela
Cruz’s younger family members will now

Photo courtesy of Nickelodeon

be watching the show.
“I have nephews that will be able to
see the show and have a new relationship
with it,” Dela Cruz said.
Dela Cruz will be the show’s third host.
He follows Steve Burns and Donovan Patton, who portrayed the characters Steve
and Joe during “Blue’s Clues’” original run.
Burns, the show’s first host, serves as
a producing consultant for the revival. He
played a part in Dela Cruz’s receiving of
the role.
“I would not feel so confident to start
and continue to learn, had it not been for
Steve,” Dela Cruz said. “He helped me in
my childhood and continues to help me.”
Dela Cruz explained that his goal is to
motivate the next generation of kids to
learn more and have fun with it.
“I’m excited to get kids curious about
learning,” Dela Cruz said. “They can enjoy
what they choose to study and never lose
that love of learning new things.”
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Social Media For Mental Health

Montclair State student creates new website Storytellers

										
John Pitera is one of Storytellers’ co-founders and an undeclared sophomore at Montclair State.
Montana Peschler
Staff Writer

The effects of anxiety cripple millions of
individuals, but today’s generation tends to
turn to social media as an escape or a coping method.
Whether one shares their struggles on
Twitter or Facebook, these popular social
media platforms offer no professional support. While followers may send love and advice, it is not the same as talking to a community that understands.
Undeclared sophomore John Pitera and
his business partner Chris Santos have made
it their mission to create a virtual community for individuals struggling with their new
app, Storytellers.
Storytellers is a new form of social media that allows health professionals to read
each user’s story upon submission and place
them in to different communities in order
to interact with others who share the same
struggles and who have similar stories.
Pitera, the founder and CEO, created the
process with a series of goals and hopes for
each user, along with co-founder and chief
technology officer Santos.
“The idea came from myself and people
I know that have that constant feeling that
nobody can relate to them and that they
were alone, like nobody understood,” Pitera
said. “The main goal is to connect and create a sense of community for people who
feel like there is nobody to go to. We want
our users to feel like they are a part of something bigger than themselves.”
When first visiting Storytellers, the user
submits a form to sign up with their information. That form gets sent to a health professional, also known as a mentor, at random. The form is submitted at random to to
keep the sign-up process honest between
each mentor and user. Once the mentor has
reviewed the user’s story, they have the authority to accept or deny the content submitted.
Pitera has a set plan for each storyteller to
encourage one another.

“By instilling a sense of community, the
goal is that users encourage and help
each other by interacting and comforting
through hardship,” Pitera said. “We want our
users to be there for one another through
the good and the bad.”
Each first-time user must submit his or
her story so not just anyone can join the
platform. The only time the user will ever
have to submit their personal name will be
in the first step of the process. Once they are
accepted, they are officially a Storyteller. Pitera’s own personal experience has played a
role when designing this new form of social
media.
“I have struggled with depression and
weight problems through a good portion of
my life, and I always had that feeling that I
had nowhere to go, adding to the fact that
I was incredibly shy,” Pitera said. “The entire
process is private and secure so that nobody
needs to feel that they are revealing their information to the world.”
Many students and individuals struggle
with that same feeling of having nowhere to
go. In fact, according to elementsbehavioralhealth.com, 40 million people suffer from
some form of anxiety. Storytellers presents
the opportunity to bring people together
and Montclair State students are in favor of
such a helpful platform.
“I think it’s a great idea,” said junior psychology major Mia Albert. “Some people
get nervous about actually going to support groups so this brings more awareness.
If someone is scared about talking their issues out, this might just be the right thing
for them.”
Bringing awareness to mental health in a
positive light can eliminate pressure for others that give the gift of sharing their story.
Montclair State student Joe Basile, who
plans on studying business management,
is currently taking a few semesters off. He
opened up about his own struggles.
“I know personally it was hard to open up
to loved ones and find the help I needed,”
Basile said. “I felt no one would understand
my struggles, but knowing there are people

out there who you can speak to in a nonjudgmental environment who only want
the best for you is amazing and helps aid
against the stigma of therapy.”
Each individual who is a part of Storytellers will have access to the community
that their mentor places them in, which
opens up a new form of interaction and
freedom. All mentors are licensed to ensure the safety of everyone on the website. Storytellers’ members have the option to remain public or anonymous and
will not have to use their real name on
their profile.
Cyber security and new technologies
are drastic in today’s society. This is why
23-year-old business partner and chief of
technology Santos, who currently resides
in Texas, understands the importance of
media buzz and safety.

Photo courtesy of John Pitera
“In order to protect our users from pot
entially harmful content, we are using a
technology called natural language processing on our posts,” Santos said. “We
want nothing but a safe environment for
our users to share their story, and this
technology provides an extra layer of safety to content being posted.”
The platform is planned to launch as a
website in spring 2019, as the Storyteller
team is continuously working on new developments.
Pitera is in the process of working out
all possible conflicts that could potentially
arise.
“Storytellers still has a lot of improvements to make before we are ready to
launch,” Pitera said. “This product will be a
job that is never finished.”

John Pitera and Chris Santos co-founded the social
media app, Storytellers.

Photo courtesy of John Pitera
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Book Review:

themontclarion.org

‘Bella Figura: How to Live, Love and Eat the Italian Way’ by Kamin Mohammadi
befriended during her time in Italy
that Mohammadi has learned. Some
lessons are how to slow down, how
to celebrate being a woman and how
to take pleasure in yourself.
Written in a story-like narrative,
Mohammadi documents her spontaneous journey as she learns to see
the beauty in everyday things, such
as food, friendships, exercise and relationships. There are also Italian recipes included at the end of each section, which correspond to the meals
that Mohammadi had while living in
Italy to give readers the ultimate Italian experience.
Not only does this novel provide
advice that Mohammadi learned
while living in Florence, but it also
highlights the beauty and wonder
that Italy has to offer. Readers will
walk beside Mohammadi as she explores Florence’s city streets, cafes
and restaurants in her vivid and descriptive narrative. There are frequent
and colorful characters that make appearances and offer life advice anyone can listen to.
Written in a beautiful way, highlighting all the wonder and serenity
that Italy has to offer, “Bella Figura”
will make readers want to go out and
travel the world while focusing to improve small aspects of their lives.
For fans of “Under the Tuscan Sun”
and “Eat, Pray, Love,” this travel memoir is sure to help readers live a life of
relaxation while also seeking out the
simple pleasures around them.

Olivia Paez
Staff Writer

“Bella Figura: How to Live, Love and
Eat the Italian Way” is a gorgeously
written, self-help memoir chronicling
Kamin Mohammadi’s adventures in
Italy. The book is told in 12 parts, following each month of the year.
Mohammadi is tired of her bustling,
strenuous, corporate life in London.
She begins to search for an escape
and jumps on the chance to move to
Italy for an entire year.
“Bella Figura” is all about trying
new things, pushing yourself out of
your comfort zone and making connections with those around you. It
highlights the importance of friendship, creating a positive atmosphere
for oneself, romance, exuding confidence in all areas of life and having a
strong-willed attitude. Mohammadi’s
life-changing advice is woven into
her narrative, detailing her personal
experiences as she learns to find herself in the gorgeous city of Florence.
This book reads more like a personal journal and makes readers see
the world in a new, positive light. The
concept of “Bella Figura” is all about
living life to the fullest and seeking
out beauty in the smallest aspects of
life.
It’s a simplistic lifestyle that one can
implement in any place in the world.
It focuses on slowing down and living
in the moment in the midst of this
fast-paced world. It highlights eating
healthier, exercising your body and
mind, and living life with the confidence of an Italian woman.
Each section in this cultured nonfiction novel follows a different life
lesson from the local Italians who she
“Bella Figura” was written by Kamin
Mohammadi as a reflection of the lessons
she learned living in Italy for a year.

Photo courtesy of Bloosbury Publishing

Contact montclarionfeature@gmail.com for more information.
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A NEW MENU IS

COMING
January

22

2019

dineoncampus.com/montclair/red-hawk-diner-new-menu
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Classifieds
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Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted/Other

JOBS AND CLASSIFIEDS
$15/ Excel Proficient College
Student – To assist with teaching
and assisting with excel work.
Looking for a college student that
is proficient in excel to conduct as
needed small excel macros, pivot
tables, analysis. The position will
require you to do the work from
the comfort of your own home
and in as needed basis once or
twice a month. Excellent opportunity to make extra cash/ Please
send you resume to
rita.moyano@yahoo.com.

Part-time sitter needed for 3 yr
old in Glenridge / Bloomfield
Looking for loving, interactive
sitter for our 3 year old boy. The
days are very flexible, we need
coverage 2 afternoons each week,
either Monday and Tuesday,
Tuesday and Wednesday, or
Monday and Wednesday depending on the right candidates
schedule. Pickup time is 11:15am
until 5pm.

$15/hr - Sitter Needed
We are looking for an honest and
trustworthy sitter with a clean
driving record to assist us with
our two teens (ages 13 and 15)
starting after Labor Day. Responsibilities include shuttling to and
from after school activities (mostly local to Montclair), participating in soccer carpools, preparing
dinner & laundry. Regular hours
are 2:00 - 7:00 Monday through
Friday. Hourly rate is negotiable
if willing and able to prepare
healthy meals. Use of own reliable vehicle is preferred. If interested, please email:
patricedial@hotmail.com.

$600-$700 / GORGEOUS
ROOMS FOR RENT / 7 MINS
FROM CAMPUS
Gorgeous rooms for rent in large,
clean, recently remodeled home.
7 minutes drive from campus and
near the restaurants, cafes, bars,
bookstores etc in Montclair. Must
have source of income, whether
it’s student aid, work, parents etc.
1st month + 1 month security to
move in. Please feel free to text/
call me - (201) 204-0592 or email
39ketner@gmail.com.

$10/hour Sales Development Associate, WatchFANTOM
Interested in learning the world of
sales? Then join our fast growing
media startup, WatchFANTOM.
We are HQ’ed in Montclair and
people on the ground in markets
like Dallas, Denver, and Kansas
City. In this role you’ll work closely with the founder to develop
sales materials, connect with potential customers, and implement
a sales strategy. At the moment
we are looking for someone that
can work 10 hours a week, but
there is room to expand.
Caregiver / Montclair
Looking for part time help for
three girls (ages 16, 14, and 12)
starting ASAP. Responsibilities
include picking up at school,
transporting to and from after
school activities in Montclair, light
housework, laundry, keeping
house tidy, preparing dinner. Our
16 year old has high functioning
autism and has therapy 3x a week
at home. We have two non shedding hypoallergenic dogs and a
fenced-in yard. Regular hours are
2:30-5:30 Monday through Friday,
but we are flexible as mom works
at home. Prior experience with
children is preferred, use of own
reliable vehicle required. If interested, please email:
katiekupferschmid@icloud.com.
Driver/home help needed for upper Montclair family
Seeking a responsible, reliable
person for childcare/home help
on Tuesdays from (approx.)
4pm until 9pm. Responsibilities
include driving to/from child’s
sports practice, grocery shopping/errands, and help with
laundry. Must have reliable car
and good driving record, and
strong references. Nonsmoking
home. Contact:
judigermano@gmail.com
$15/Part-time nanny/babysitter
needed, Rutherford
Rutherford family looking for a
part-time help for 2-3 days a week
from about 2PM to 5:30 PM to
do school pick ups and watch 2
boys, ages 3 and 6 years old. Help
with homework, provide snacks,
maybe go to the park, and play
with them! Please be responsible,
caring, fun and able to handle
two very active little boys. Must
have some experience with kids,
license, clean driving record and
references. Don’t necessarily need
to use your own car to drive, we
have one available. All driving
will be local. Must definitely be
available Monday and Friday afternoons, and possibly Tuesday or
Wednesday afternoons. Will pay
more for the right person. Thank
you! Please email
marisa3m@yahoo.com.

Duties include pickup in Glen
Ridge from preschool and drive
home for lunch and a hopeful
nap. Our home is 1.3 miles from
his school. After nap you can
walk to the library, bake or do an
art project, or walk to the park.
No additional driving needed
and no laundry or dinner prep
unless you’d like to, tidying of
toys and kids dishes expected.
*Must have prior experience with
toddlers. Look forward to meeting you! Please email us with
an intro and work experience to
sarahelizabethdecor@gmail.com
Family of six year-old boy with
autism seek part-time help
Family of six year-old boy with
autism seek part-time help
beginning late October in our
Short Hills home 10-15 hours per
week. Our son is highly verbal
and active and needs a companion to talk and play with him
at home and in the community.
Hours typically 4pm-6 or 6:30pm
Mon-Fri and possibly few hours
on weekend. Summer hours
available but not required. Pay
dependent on experience. We’d
love to receive queries from
students in education and special
education.
Please contact Naheed via email
at naheed.abbasi@gmail.com
Looking for a nanny for boy
and girl (ages 6 and 4)
Responsibilities include picking
up at school , transporting to and
from after school activities in
Montclair when needed, helping
with homework, preparing dinner & baths. More hours available if desired on an as needed
basis. Regular hours are 3:15-7:00
Monday through Friday, 3 days
weekly minimum. Prior experience with children is essential,
use of own reliable vehicle required. If interested, please email:
pkfaber@gmail.com
$80/ Korean Language Tutor,
Upper Montclair
Seeking tutor mostly for conversational practice in Korean for
our 14-year-old daughter; some
attention as well to improving
her reading & writing skills. Our
daughter studied immersive
Korean, last summer, and would
like to maintain & further develop her facility in the language.
If interested, please email:
davidamarel@yahoo.com.

Part-time babysitter
Seeking a part-time babysitter for
loving, local Glen Ridge family
with two children, ages 3 and 8.
Must drive and have clean driving record. Hours are Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday from
2:30pm - 6:30pm. Some later
weekday evenings needed on
occasion. Duties include picking
up the kids from school, escorting
them to various activities, preparing a simple dinner. Excellent
references and prior babysitting
work required. Wage is $17/hour.
Please contact Laurie Davis at
646-761-9055 if interested.
Maplewood family seeking college/graduate student for afterschool sitter
This is a job for the school year
working with our two kids (ages
10 and 12). Monday – Friday 3
pm – 7 pm. A great job for a student specializing in social work,
education, or special education.
Our kids have ADHD/dyslexia,
so it’s a great opportunity to gain
on-the-job training working with
kids with learning differences!
We prefer to have one sitter work
all 5 days, but are willing to split
the week between two sitters if
necessary. We have a bit of flexibility on start/end times. Offering $15-18/hour, depending on
experience. We are a kind and
fun-loving family looking for
someone who has prior experience working with kids and is
able to actively help with homework/studying, is dependable,
prompt, proactive, patient and
flexible with a positive attitude
and good sense of humor, enjoys
actively engaging with kids, has
a clean driving record and own
transportation so they can pick up
kids from school and do minimal
driving to sports/activities, able
to prepare a simple kids’ dinner, is
comfortable with dogs (we have
a loving and gentle 13-year-old
dog) and experience tutoring or
working with kids with ADHD a
plus.
If interested, please email
ekgarbarino@gmail.com and tell
us why you’re a good fit for the
job. We’re excited to hear from
you!

$18 / Part-time childcare midJanuary / Montclair
Responsibilities include picking
up at school, transporting kids
to activities, helping with homework, playing, and setting up for
dinner. Kids are 7 and 12. Regular
hours are 3pm-7pm, M-F with an
opportunity for a few more hours
a week. Please have a clean driving record, patience and positive
energy. Previous childcare experience a plus. If interested, contact
nanettelerner@gmail.com.
OTHER
ARE YOU IN CRISIS OR
STRUGGLING? HEALING,
HOPE AND HELP CAN HAPPEN!
Please CALL the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-2738255 (TALK) at any time to speak
to a counselor and get support.
You can also connect to the Crisis
Text Line by texting “Hello”
to 741-741 to be connected to a
counselor. All services are free,
confidential and available 24/ 7
for anyone in crisis.

DO YOU

LIKE

TO WRITE?
DO YOU

LIKE

TO CREATE?
DO YOU

LIKE

TO GET INVOLVED?
IF SO, JOIN

THE MONTCLARION
CONTACT
MONTCLARIONCHIEF
@GMAIL.COM
FOR MORE
INFORMATION
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The Montclarion Crossword and Word Search
Montclair State Student Services on Campus

Across

1. Provides resources and opportunities for education/advocacy among students and staff surrounding the LGBTQ
community
4. The home of Student Accounts, Financial Aid and the
Registrar, which provides a centralized location for these
key services
5. Helps with educating everyone about gender issues and
their changing roles within society through workshops,
programs and discussion groups; Serves as a safe space for
women
6. Assists students with finding housing on campus and
other residential issues
7. Works with crisis or non-crisis student concerns to handle medical withdrawals, conduct violations, emergency
loans and more

Down

2. Helps students in the career process by editing resumes,
conducting mock job interviews and even choosing a major
3. Assists in all dining-related matters on campus for students and staff who need help with meal plans or catering

The Montclarion Editors’ First Names

Sudoku

*For answers to the puzzles, please check
@themontclarion on Instagram and The Montclarion Facebook page every Wednesday.*

Anthony 		
Dominique 		
Haley 			
Mackenzie 		

Ben 		
Erika 		
Heather
Kevin

Chanila
Fiorella
Joohi 		
Robert

Christina 		
Gabriela
Jordan
Sunah

themontclarion.org
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Final Exam Frenzy Turned Easy

ith the last few weeks of
school left, students’ stress
levels are at an all-time high.
That means students are either running to save a study
room for their friends on campus to cram for finals or they
are trying to figure out how
many days they have to come
on campus. No matter the
circumstance for the student,
everyone is pulling their hair
out around this time.
In the midst of all this, Montclair State University has created a new way to check the
finals schedule times, which
has eased the stress for some
students.
In previous semesters,
Montclair State had a PDF version of the finals schedule that

was posted. Students had one
way of figuring out their finals
schedule where a bunch of
lists and times were scattered.
With the dates listed on top of
the times, it became confusing
on where to even start looking
to figure out what finals week
was going to look like.
Even when reading the
previous schedule, students
would have to zoom in a few
times in order to read the tiny
print letters. It was hard to decipher when a student had to
come on campus during finals
week to take an exam.
As for the current semester, Montclair State has implemented a new way to check
the finals schedule. The new
system was unveiled through

email to students to remind
them of finals. The university has now put the finals
schedule in a list of tabs that
are posted on the final exam
website.
With this new version, students do not have to squint
or zoom in to check the finals
schedule. Once students click
the drop-down tab, they are
welcomed with the ease of
finding out what time they
need to show up to their final exams. The drop-down
tab shows the original time of
one’s weekly course and the
final exam time right beside it
so there is no confusion.
As this provides less stress
for students, it also provides
less strain on professors as

well. Since professors are the
people that remind students
of when to meet and where to
meet, this information is now
just a few clicks away. There
are also clear instructions for
professors that teach hybrid
courses, which were not on
the schedule in previous semesters.
Above the tabs, students
are also given a clear set of
instructions on what to do if
class final times conflict with
one another. With the addition of the drop-down tabs,
students are easily able to see
when and where they need
to be in order to take their
final exams. With these tabs,
it becomes easier to view the
schedule.

The one major difference
forgotten between the previous finals schedule format
compared to the new format
is the specification of graduate
student courses. In the previous schedule, it was stated at
the top of the schedule that
graduate students were included. As for the new one,
the word is nowhere to be
found.
The new finals schedule
gives students and professors
one less thing to worry about
throughout the stressful process of finals. This is something students need in the final days of the semester.

“I only have three finals, so
it doesn’t really affect me as
much as someone who might
be taking six classes and have
exams that overlap. I know a
lot of people who are having
trouble because their finals
overlap each other so they
have to go talk to their professors individually and ask,
‘Can I come at a different time
or is it okay if I can skip my final?’ I’ve heard a lot of people
complain about it.”

“I think it made a lot more
sense in a way that I was trying to find my classes. I also
just transferred here, but this
is better than my old school.
I think that it was easier for
me to look at my schedule
and think logistically about
when my classes met and just
kind of hitting the tab instead
of having to dig through a
PDF.”

“I used to have to download
the PDF and fish through
what my schedule would
line-up as. It was very confusing. I would have to highlight
and then delete. It was excessive information that we did
not need for the most part because everyone was included.
I like the tabs better because
it is much more organized if
you just pull down one that
applies to you and then take a
quick picture on your phone
so then you have it automatically. ”

“I thought the new format
was more helpful. It was more
organized than the previous
one. This one had the days
listed and the times and you
could follow it better.”

- Liliyan Yousef
Undeclared
Freshman

- Laura Manrique
Psychology
Senior

- Jess Keam
Business Management
Freshman

- Jennifer Westervelt
Finance
Sophomore

Campus
Voices:
What do you
think about
the new format for the
final exam
schedule?
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The Sophomore Slump
Second-year college stress hits all-time high near finals

N

o
matter
what grade
you
are
in, college
students
JAMIR REDDICK
get
to
CONTRIBUTING
the point
WRITER
where we
contemplate, “Is this worth it?”
From the countless hours spent
studying to checking if one’s tuition bill was paid on time, one
must wonder if the life of a college student is really that stressful.
Everyone’s experience is different in college as the category
of responsibilities vary: classes,
extracurricular activities, finances, health, family, social
and love life. All of these are
stressors that cause college students to feel overwhelmed, especially considering the amount
of responsibility we must take
on now that we are “adults.”
Recently, I had a life crisis. I
was not sure about where I was
going in life or if I would be successful, which is ironic because
in previous year these fears did
not exist.

Now you may be asking,
“What’s the difference from
freshman to sophomore
year?” As a freshman, you
are new to the school, wet
behind the ears and ready to
take on the world. Though
being on your own is new
and you have new responsibilities to handle, you are
still figuring your life out:
where you fit in, what you
want to do, how you will
make money and where the
fun is.
Most of us are undecided
at this point and are finding
what interests us academically because this simple
choice will guide to what
we will do/become once we
graduate. Before we know
it, our first year of college is
over and reality invites itself
into our lives. For those of us
that understand what that
means, we get serious about
our future.
My transition from freshman to sophomore sprouted
the epiphany the future
is frightening, and I have
found this actualization
adds extra stress to my life.

Rather than eustress or distress, it leads me to contemplate where I will be five or
10 years from now.
As a sophomore, I realized
time is against me no matter
how much they try to tell me
it is my friend. If time was my
friend, then the deadline for
that paper would not have
crept up a day or two after
I was told about the assignment.
Do not get me started
with money. Waking up to
no money in the bank is the
equivalent of pouring a bowl
of cereal just to find out there
is no milk. Most students try
to find jobs or paying internships because God forbid we
sacrifice the concept of money to follow our dreams, but
that is neither here nor there.
Now add that factor we
live in a hyper-insecure society where some people value
their worth on how many
people like them. This causes
some to feign for a social life.
It is a vicious cycle I have
tried to divert from, but even
the best of us succumb.
Though I am only in my

first semester, I have concluded that sophomore year
is the most stressful because
I must fear what is to come.
The freshman fun is over and
now I must prepare for the
unpredictable future ahead
of me. What an oxymoron.

Thumbs Up
The New York Jets
and Giants won
last weekend
Time Magazine
names four
journalists and a
newspaper as
person of the year

Jamir Reddick, a sophomore family science and human development
major, is in his first year as a contributing writer for The Montclarion.

The US vs. Spain

Ruby Rose makes
her Batwoman
debut

The cost of a college education in different countries

T

oday,
everybody
can go to
university. More
CAROLINA
and more
PORTILLO
CONTRIBUTING y o u n g
m i n d s
WRITER
want to experience the famous university life and some just want to
study. Even the older generations want to keep learning.
There are no limits when you
want to earn knowledge.
Gender does not matter,
neither does age, color or religion.
Or at least that is what we
have always been told, but
what is the truth? Are there
really no limits? One important issue, if not the most, is
the cost. We have so many
options to pick from but how
many of them can we afford? Public or private? Does
it have good reviews? Do
they offer my desired degree
there? Can I commute or do I
have to pay for a dorm?
With all things considered,
the bottom line is this: no
matter where you go, college
is going to be expensive in the
United States.
Another factor when it
comes to the price is the location. Costs vary all over

the world. For example, in
Nordic countries, like Finland, Sweden and Norway,
you have the opportunity to
study for free or at a low cost.
This idea is mindblowing for
Americans, where you must
pay for tuition and fees and
still spend a large amount of
money in taxes.
The average annual public
tuition fee for universities in
the U.S. is around $8,000. The
American tax rate depends on
your income. The brackets for
this range from a minimum
of 10 percent to a maximum
of 40 percent of your income.
Spain, where I was born
and raised, offers many options when it comes to choosing a university. The average
annual public tuition fee is
about $2,000. Private universities, on the other hand, are a
lot more expensive.
In my case, I study at a
private university in Madrid
where I spend around $9,000
a year for an undergraduate
degree. This makes Antonio
de Nebrija, my university,
one of the most expensive
universities in Spain.
Last month, GQ Magazine
wrote about Spain’s universities and compared the cost of
studying medicine in one of
the most well-known univer-

sities in Madrid to Harvard ternational universities cost
much less. Though you might
University.
According to the article, be getting the same degree,
“The cost to study the first U.S. universities offer more
year of medicine in a pri- than just an education, which
vate university in Madrid is results in a higher tuition rate.
So, why America? I guess
around $14,000, and at Haryou
will have to live it to
vard the same course costs
know.
around $120,000.”
You might be wondering
what this includes and where
all of the money is going.
The main point is that you
spend money on everything
the campus includes. At
Montclair State University,
you have several cafeterias
and restaurant options. You
can work out after class and
go to the health center when
you are sick.
In Spain, the idea of a
“campus” is different. If you
are lucky, you may get a cafeteria, but my university does
not have one. You go to class
for a few hours, you spend
some more time in the library
studying or doing research,
and you go back home to
your parents and friends.
The idea of paying for a
residence is only for international students or people that
live on the other side of the
country, not for everyone.
With all of these extra ad- Carolina Portillo, a journalism major,
ditions that U.S. universities is in her first year as a contributing
have, it makes sense that in- writer for The Montclarion.

Thumbs
Down
Finals begin Friday
Two people are
dead after a
terrorist
attack in a
Christmas market
in France
Kathie Lee Gifford
is leaving
‘The Today Show’
after 11 years
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Embrace Who You Are

Challenging women to put down the foundation brush

A

t
times in
our lives,
we
as
women
often have
the same
AMANDA BROWN r o u t i n e .
STAFF WRITER W i t h o u t
putting
too much thought into it, it becomes everyday activities. We
wake up, follow through with
our skincare routine, moisturize, drown our pores in makeup, fix up our hair, dress and
are ready for the day.
That routine gives us the
power to get through our day,
and it has become so typical
that we could not do without
it. It is almost as if the makeup

we put on and hairstyles we do
are our masks. Masks we wear
that give us our confidence. Not
only confidence but a type of
courage that us women naturally cannot do entirely on our
own.
Not all women have the same
style, but there are similarities
in the reasons behind what we
do. For instance, our hair routines. There are those who burn
their curls to make the clean and
cute look of straight hair. Ironically, vice versa, there are those
who curl their straight hair for
the same reason.
There are also the exotic colorful hairstyles that women strut
without shame and those who
choose to go for a more natural
look by changing their color up
with equally intense dyes.

Not only do we worry about
the way our hair looks, but we
subconsciously consider the appearance of our faces. Just like
the fixation on our hair, women
have also been taught to worry
about makeup. This is the main
piece to our masks.
We can all agree that makeup
does offer the same feeling of
acceptance to our subconscious.
Take those who dress in drag
and those who have more of a
conservative look. Can you spot
the similarity? The similarity is
how they feel about themselves
at the end of the day.
Isn’t that why we as women put makeup on in the first
place? It is not to just put our
money to good use but to provide us the security of going to
class secure in our skin.

In the end, we as women have
basically been programmed to
embrace who we are not rather
than how we naturally are. We
alter the way we look because
of how the marks, scars, bumps
and stripes we have on our
bodies are not acceptable in society. As women, we have been
brought up to try to look our
best, even if it hurts us.
I encourage those who are
reading this to say no more to
those old fashion rules and to
make your own. If you find
yourself getting tired of picking
up that foundation brush, put it
down. Look in the mirror and
find that piece on your face that
makes you look your best and
wear it with no shame.
If you find yourself paying
money monthly to burn those

beautiful curls or curling your
straight hair, consider the damage you are causing to not only
yourself but your wallet. Embrace what you are given and
find a look that makes you feel
like a million dollars.
Walk out of the house and
own it because no one else has
the opportunity to have the
beautiful qualities we were each
individually given.

Amanda Brown, a communication
and media arts major, is in her first
year as a contributing writer for The
Montclarion.

Sending Our Seniors Into the World
Graduating Montclarion staff say their goodbyes
and reflect as they prepare for their next chapter

The Montclarion staff poses at the 2017
holiday party.

Photo courtesy of Alfredo Garcia

The Montclarion staff poses at the 2018
end of the year party.

Olivia Kearns | The Montclarion

‘What a Long, Strange Trip it’s Been’
I

f you
e v e r
stopped
by
my
news desk
in
The
MontclarCHRISTINA URBAN ion office,
you probNEWS EDITOR
ably saw
me frantically writing articles and editing others’ work. There’s a good
chance you saw me with coffee
and a big container of kale during a break.
Most importantly, you
would have admired my wall
of pinned art and info, with a
sign that says “Send News, Not

Nudes.” It’s silly, but to me,
that sign represents The Montclarion office: a work environment where you can grow,
work hard and have fun. It
was a home away from home,
with the company of friends
that are dear and will be in my
life forever.
Working at The Montclarion
was honestly better than attending any journalism class
I have taken. I developed my
skills by actively reporting
and editing in a work environment and I am thankful for the
opportunity.
As news editor, nothing
beats finding good stories,
being in charge of front-page

news and my personal favorite, telling writers to take
down administration by digging for the truth.
I covered breaking news stories, like the national walkout
for gun control, profiles on
people — such as student veterans — and opinion pieces
on veganism. Now, I’m writing my goodbye, and it feels
like the hardest piece to write.
I would like to say thank
you to my co-workers, both
past and present, for the good
times, the stressful times and
even the bad times. You made
my experience at Montclair
State University memorable
and have helped me grow.

While I am sad to leave the
office and give up my throne
as news editor, I am happy
knowing I’m ready to join the
media world and give other
students the chance to work
hard and have fun as news editor for The Montclarion.
Peace and love.

Christina Urban, a journalism major,
has been with The Montclarion for two
years and will be graduating with the
class of 2019.
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Rob on the Run
I

t’s
kind
of
f u n n y
how life
happens.
When
I
graduROBERT O’CONNOR ated high
ENTERTAINMENT school, I
EDITOR
was mortified to
find out I’d be spending the first
half of my collegiate career at a
community college. I desperately craved the stereotypical
college experience I’d seen in
countless movies and television
shows.
I can assure you that Bergen
Community College had little
in common with NBC’s “Community.” However, I buckled
down, and two and a half years
later, I graduated Bergen and
made my way to Montclair
State University.
I spent my first semester at
Montclair State, for the most
part, repeating the patterns I
made for myself at community
college — I went to class, did
my work and went home. After completing my first semester, one of my family members
asked me if I was going to be
doing anything school-related

A

ftergraduating high
school
in
2010,
I went on
BABEE GARCIA
a
campus
STAFF WRITER
tour around
Montclair
State University with my father,
promising him that I would attend school here one day. Little
did I know I would fall in love
with the university and create a lifetime of memories with
School of Communication and
Media professors, faculty and
students.
One of the very first student
organizations I joined was The
Montclarion student newspaper. I stayed constantly busy,
pitching news ideas to the editors and was eager to learn. Between classes I would just crash
on the publication’s couch or
chat with students rather than
make the quick drive home.
At The Montclarion, I never
felt like an outcast. I was surrounded by a talented, hardworking group of people who
shared a common goal: to make
a difference through the art of
storytelling.
Being a journalism major
and my involvement with The
Montclarion have been two
of the best decisions I made
throughout my experience here.
I learned to write for almost

Where will he go next?
during the summer. I thought
to myself, “Yeah, I guess I probably should,” and emailed The
Montclarion the next day.
From there, I began working as former Entertainment
Editor Babee Garcia’s assistant,
eventually taking over the section as my own. I have always
loved writing, and this position
gave me the opportunity to not
only improve my own work but
to help other writers get better
while we broadened our horizons as to what could constitute
an entertainment beat.
After a year and a half working with The Montclarion, I
have certainly gained more
professional experience than
I would have anticipated. I
learned editing skills, how to
effectively lay out a print edition, upload articles directly to
a website, critique others’ work,
train assistants and even got to
interview celebrities.
It is insane that I was given
the opportunity to interview
“The Conjuring” star Patrick
Wilson and his wife, “Succession’s” Dagmara Dominczyk!
I will never be able to forget
the friendships I have forged
while working for The Montclarion. The long nights we
all would spend in the office,

cranking out that week’s print
edition, were not always easy
but I loved every second of it.
There is something almost
infectious about working directly alongside people who are
equally passionate and dedicated. We all worked toward making the paper the best it could
be, and I would say we were
pretty successful.
I would kick myself if I wasted
this opportunity and not mention some of the professors who
have helped me along the way.
I need to give the biggest shoutout to professor Tara George,
who works as The Montclarion’s faculty adviser. She has
helped me hone my skills more
so than I ever thought possible,
and she is genuinely caring
and wants the best for all of us.
With so many professors in the
School of Communication and
Media saying that print is dead
and writers need to switch over
to broadcast or face irrelevance,
professor George’s reassurance
that writing is still valuable
helped me, along with many
other writers and editors, feel
as though we were not wasting
our time.
My faculty adviser and, as I
like to call him Pulitzer Professor, Tom Franklin helped me

not only figure out Montclair
State as a transfer student, but
taught me more about photography and editing than I ever
thought I would be able to do.
Being taught photojournalism
by the man who took the iconic
9/11 photo was sometimes intimidating, but priceless and
valuable.
This past semester, I went
with The Montclarion to a journalism convention in Kentucky.
I vividly remember one night,
sitting on the edge of my hotel room’s window, looking at
Louisville and a thought went
through my mind. I thought to
myself, “Had someone told me
four years ago, when I started
Bergen, that I would be on this
trip with these amazing friends
I love so deeply, doing work
I genuinely enjoy and having
the time of my life, there is no
way I would have believed it.”
Yet, there I was, doing just that.
It’s kind of funny how life
happens. It’s full of surprises
and more twists than an M.
Night Shamaylan movie – but
it’s thankfully more entertaining than “The Happening.”
Whenever I think I finally got
it figured out, I will seemingly
always be surprised by something, but that’s okay because

I know that the friends I’ve
made here are going to be a
part of my life forever and
with friends like them, anything’s possible.
I want to thank everyone
who has contributed to The
Montclarion’s entertainment
section while I have worked
here; reading and editing
your articles is always a
highlight of my week, and
I genuinely appreciate your
contributions. To my fellow
editors, you guys not only
rock but are my rock. You
have given me the “real” college experience, and I cannot
be more grateful.

Robert O’Connor, a journalism major,
has been with The Montclarion for
three and a half years and will be graduating with the class of 2019.

‘Thank U, Next’
every section of the newspaper — except for sports because let’s be honest, I would
probably include inaccurate
sports terms, like ‘McTwisty’
in basketball. I’ve interviewed
students, faculty, celebrities,
educators, politicians, veterans
and so many other incredible
people.
Out of all the sections within
the newspaper, entertainment
was definitely my beat. If there
was an opportunity to interview directors, stage crew or
anyone within the arts really, I
wanted to do it.
When I became an assistant
and eventually the entertainment editor, I felt extremely
motivated to do everything I
could to improve the section.
Whenever I knew it lacked
content, I would find stories
through social media and contact students and faculty for a
juicy story – even if that meant
putting
The
Montclarion
ahead of getting good grades
at some points.
The time I invested in The
Montclarion helped improve
my writing skills. As a result,
I had two paid internships this
year – one with NorthJersey.
com and the other with Z100’s
“Elvis Duran and the Morning
Show.” It was like my efforts
never went unnoticed while
working for The Montclarion.
I had received two scholar-

ships, went to the Dallas College Media Convention with
the staff and won the New
Jersey Press Foundation first
place award for “Best Web
Project” that I proudly share
with my New Jersey Local
News class. I’ve gone from one
prosperous opportunity to another, and I have loved every
minute of it.
I have had hiccups as a writer and editor. I’ve made mistakes and still do. I took risks,
I thought outside the box and
that’s okay. However, I still
wanted to tell the truth and I
was eager to learn how I could
improve. I have also had the
opportunity to lead and inspire others, which was something I missed doing since I
got out of the Marine Corps
the same year I transferred to
Montclair State.
I would like to thank my
family and friends for all of
their encouragement. To the
love of my life Alfredo, whom
I will be graduating with,
these past five years with you
have been a testament to our
strength and determination.
You helped bring out the best
in me, and I am ready to accomplish more of our goals
together.
I owe gratitude to all of the
School of Communication and
Media professors, especially
Tara George, Kelly Whiteside,

Steve McCarthy, Vernard Gantt
and Tom Franklin. They have
been excellent mentors for me.
Their constructive criticism, advice and support has molded
me into a better writer and multimedia journalist. I am grateful for all the lessons they have
taught me and will greatly miss
them.
To the past and current Montclarion staff, you all hold a special place in my heart. We may
have butted heads sometimes
due to creative differences, but
we still worked effectively as a
team. Receiving thorough critiques from professor George
and the rest of the editors truly
made me grow as a journalist.
From the friendships I have
made to deciding where we
would get our food from on
Wednesdays, I cherish all of the
moments I’ve had with you.
To the contributing and staff
writers that I had mentored,
thank you for listening to my
advice and teaching me how to
be a better mentor. I hope you
all continue to contribute to The
Montclarion because you never
know what opportunities your
work can bring you.
Working with The Montclarion made me realize how
important it is to research and
work as a team, and that you
need thick skin within a career
in the media. You cannot please
everyone and they will love

and/or hate you depending on what you publish.
You also have to pay attention to detail and be concise
with your words.
Furthermore, I am leaving here proud of the work
I submitted and feeling prepared. The Montclarion has
made my educational experience more fulfilling and
fun.
This is Babee Garcia reporting from The Montclarion, one last time.

Babee Garcia, a journalism major,
has been part of The Montclarion
for two years and is graduating
with the class of 2019.
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Student Artist Profile:

Dillon Hoffman

Dillon Hoffman is a sophomore
studying television and digital media
at Montclair State University. He
expresses himself creatively by making
videos for his YouTube channel, taking
photos for the Video Production Club
and writing for the sketch comedy
show, “Signing Off.” Hoffman also
enjoys video editing and making music.
Hoffman sat down with staff writer
Sharif Hasan to talk about his journey
into video.

Q: Who are some of your inspirations?
A: My biggest creative inspirations
are The Muppets and Mel Brooks.
They’re wildly different from one
another, but they’re similar in a lot
of ways, too. Any production that
incorporates The Muppets pretty
much radiates positivity and fun,
and that’s what I try to do. If something is positive, people gravitate
toward that and benefit from the
positivity. Brooks is a genius in too
many ways to name, but I aspire to
be as well-versed in as many fields
as he is. My family is pretty helpful,
too. They’re quite the inspirations.

Q: How did you get into making
videos?
A: I’ve always been interesting in
video-making for as long as I could
remember. I originally tried to emulate what I saw other people doing,
and I grew from that. I played
around with cameras when I was
young, but I didn’t start to legitimately try to do things until I got
a Mac in 2011. I eventually got my
own cameras and other equipment,
but even before, I’ve always found
ways to express my thoughts in a
visual format.

Q: What are your fondest memories from your projects?

Q: How do you use your photography/video skills on campus?
A: I’m in the Video Production Club
(VPC), so I put a lot of my video
and photo efforts into that. More
specifically, I’m the historian of
the club’s executive board, which
means I take behind-the-scenes
pictures at all of our events and
shoots. This semester is extremely
video heavy, mainly due to my involvement in VPC’s late-night style
production called, “Signing Off.”
I’m also a writer for the show, and
I’m involved with a lot of the shoots
and edit as well.

Dillon Hoffman took photos of his friends
and himself for a Christmas card.

Photo courtesy of Dillon Hoffman

Q: How has the School of Communication and Media helped you
build your craft?
A: The School of Communication
and Media has given me countless opportunities for growth. I’ve
learned so much already [in] the
time I’ve been here. The professors
have been nothing but helpful and
committed to what they do, and
I couldn’t appreciate that more.
Everyone, including the students,
clearly has a passion for what they
do and when you’re surrounded by
people like that, there’s nowhere to
go but up.

Q: Tell me about some new videos and projects you are currently
working on.
A: I’m always writing down ideas
for sketches when I think or see
something interesting. There’s also
a video essay I’ve been planning for
a while that I haven’t had the time
to start working on yet. It’ll pretty
much be an analysis/defense of
“Pirates of the Caribbean” as a franchise. I’ve got interviews I’d like to
incorporate. It’ll be nuts, and hopefully it turns out pretty interesting
once I actually get around to it.

Q: What is your favorite movie?
A: This is the hardest question to
answer, but if I had to pick, it would
probably be “National Lampoon’s
Vacation” and “Pirates of the Caribbean: Curse of the Black Pearl.”
They are classics that I get a lot of
inspiration from, especially in terms
of writing.

Q: How do you incorporate writing
and music into your videos?
A: I don’t always go into a video
having a written plan of what I
want, but I’m constantly thinking
about a story, whether it be before
writing a script or while filming
random clips. I’m always trying to
piece things into an interesting story. With music, I try to incorporate
things that people don’t always hear
so when they hear it in my videos,
it sticks out in their minds and stays
connected with the people watching
much longer than it would if I used
generic music that people hear all
the time.

A: This past summer I made a video
for the graduating seniors at my
swim club. When I finished playing
it at the end-of-the-season banquet,
multiple people were crying, and I
got so much positive feedback from
it. It was amazing seeing how something I like to do can connect with
people on such a personal level.
My senior year of high school was
also just an amazing time where my
creativity was able to run free. The
highlight of that year would probably be the Disney cover album my
friends and I made to get everyone
excited for the senior trip to Florida.

Q: What are your plans after graduating?

Photo courtesy of Kristen Milburn
Hoffman takes behind-the-scenes shots
during the filming of a “Signing Off’ episode.

A: Eventually, I’d like to be writing for a comedy show, like “It’s
Always Sunny in Philadelphia.” In
an immediate sense, I’m not entirely
sure what my plans are, but I’ve got
goals. Once I reach a certain goal,
I’ll go for my next one and then my
next one after that. I am not sure
where life will take me, but it most
certainly will be exciting, and I’ll
love whatever I’m doing.
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Getting ‘Half the Picture’:
Women in Film Fill in the Gaps
Cassidy Lunney
Staff Writer
Written and directed by Quentin Tarantino, Steven Spielberg, Wes Anderson...even the weakest of
movie buffs are familiar with these names. Yet, can
viewers say the same for names like Jill Soloway,
Tina Mabry and Patricia Cardoso?
On Tuesday, Dec. 4, at 7 p.m. in the School of
Communication and Media Presentation Hall,
“Half the Picture” was screened followed by a
panel discussion, as part of the Films and Filmmakers series at Montclair State University.
“Half the Picture” is a feature documentary that
takes viewers into the lives of female filmmakers,
exemplifying the inevitable adversities faced while
trying to pursue their dreams.
Director of the film Amy Adrion opened up the
screening event with an encouraging message to
attendees.
“You will all be inspired by the women in the
film,” Adrion said.
Adrion’s debut film opened with a clip from
the 70th Annual Festival de Cannes as a panel of
celebrities spoke about the unfair representation
of women in a majority of the films shown at the
event.
Throughout the film, only one familiar face
popped up: Lena Dunham, creator of HBO’s hit
series, “Girls.” It should come as a concern that
just one out of the many talented women depicted
in the film is a definitive staple of our generation.
Having not heard of any of these talented women before, the not-so-familiar faces proved to be
equally as important and should be noted for their
remarkable achievements.
“Half the Picture” shines a light on the female
directors and creators within the industry who
have made significant strides in their careers.
One might be flabbergasted to find out the director of the first installment of “Wayne’s World,”
a spinoff of a Mike Myers “Saturday Night Live”
sketch, is a woman named Penelope Spheeris.
Perhaps fans of “Twilight” will be elated to
hear their favorite supernatural romance movie
was directed by Catherine Hardwicke. “American
Psycho,” the sexy psychological thriller starring
Christian Bale, was — you guessed it — directed
by a woman named Mary Harron.
For those who still do not think that there are
inequalities in Hollywood, “Half the Picture,”
is filled with statistics and inspiring stories that
give evident reasons as to why it is time to make a
change.
The film paints a vivid picture of how often

women are overlooked in the industry because
they are not getting the proper funding necessary
for their films, making them seem unprofitable.
They might have a family or a baby on the way,
which can make it hard to commit to long hours
and months of dedication, ultimately becoming an
issue with production companies.
Even women who have directed successful
films in the past have had their careers come to a
halt as they sat and watched men, doing the same
thing, land million-dollar deals. The sexism and
racism running rampant in Hollywood can no
longer be ignored.
“Half the Picture” does a marvelous job catching the premise of the film from all angles, including interviews from outside sources, like the
American Civil Liberties Union’s Melissa Goodman, the Sundance Institute’s Caroline Libresco,
Vanity Fair’s Rebecca Keegan, the University of
Southern California’s Dr. Stacy Smith, San Diego
State University’s Dr. Martha Lauzen and even
incorporating shots of the film’s team behind the
camera, interviewing and prepping.
During awe-inspiring clips of award acceptance
speeches from directors like Brenda Chapman, I
had to refrain from clapping in agreement, reminding myself I was at a movie screening and not
the Oscars.
Many of the women interviewed in the film felt
they needed to overcome the word “no,” work
harder and be smarter than their male counterparts.
The film is a beautifully crafted love letter to female directors everywhere, ending with a montage
of behind the scenes photographs spanning over
decades of women in film.
As the film came to a close, uproarious cheers
and applause flooded the air. Students who were
at the edge of their seats throughout the duration
of the film were in no rush to leave as the lights
flickered on before the panel began.
Moderator Susan Skoog and panelists Amy
Adrion, Laura Belsey (director of “Arrow” and
“Criminal Minds”), Deborah Kampmeier (director
of “HoundDog”) and Jennica Carmona (director of
“Millie and the Lords”) sat down to answer some
questions.
The insight provided by each panelist did not
seem rehearsed. Each and every answer was a
genuine reflection of their experiences within the
industry.
While female empowerment is an amazing
movement to be celebrated, the speakers wanted
to let the audience know that equality and awareness is the goal.

Amy Adrion (back right) poses with her crew on the
set of “Half the Picture.”

Photo courtesy of halfthepicture.com
The documentary “Half the Picture” explores
the gender disparity in Hollywood.

“I love men,” Kampmeier said. “I think the way
I direct is holding the space for intimacy, and I
think there is great value in that for men and women. We have a lot to offer in our way of working.”
“Half the Picture” is a must-see for any generation. With an abundance of opportunities offered
to students at Montclair State for all genders, races
and sexualities, it may come off as a surprise that it
is rare for women to be consistently working and
respected in film.
This generational gap makes it all the more important to pinpoint how gender inequalities may
impact future opportunities.
“I can personally say that the fact that we are
having this conversation right now, in this room
amongst ourselves, and the fact that you are sitting
in your seats listening is huge,” Belsey said.

Photo courtesy of halfthepicture.com
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‘You Better Work’ to Become Montclair
State’s Next Drag Superstar
Babee Garcia
Staff Writer
As part of Coming Out Week this October,
Montclair State University’s LGBTQ Center
hosted a “Drag Extravaganza” at Red Hawk Nest
in the Student Center Annex. With a flock of Red
Hawks cheering and loud music playing, male
students competed to see who would become
Montclair State’s Next Drag Superstar.
Graduate coordinator for the Office for Social Justice and Diversity’s Multicultural Center
Charles Simonson welcomed students to the
event.
“This is something [the Office of Social Justice
and Diversity] try to do every year,” Simonson
said.
Freshman visual arts major Nick “Gii Mii Moore”
Ducusin stole the show as she lip-synced and
danced to Beyonce’s “Get Me Bodied.” By the end
of the event, Gii Mii Moore won the competition,
earning her a crown and scepter.
“Whenever I’m in drag, I feel very confident,”
Ducusin said. “I’m an okay-ish confident person,
but then I put on the wig and the face and it’s
like, ‘Wow, that’s a woman.’ I just love feeling
good and having everything look beautiful. I love
just being as confident as I can through [drag].”
Babee Garcia | The Montclarion
From left to right: Drag performers from Montclair State ‘Gii Mii Moore,’ ‘Olivia Lux’
Other drag performers included Fred “Olivia
and ‘Justyn Bearlover’ take a picture after the competition.
Lux” Carlton, who is a Montclair State theater
alumnus and was a special guest host at the
he executed a split, causing a roar of applause
garments, I felt like there were these expectations
event. His drag name was inspired by the charfrom the audience.
of what society had for me in terms of being a
acter Olivia Pope in ABC’s “Scandal,” a political
On Saturdays, Vallejo has his own show on the
boy.”
drama television series. “Lux” is short for luxucampus radio station WMSC called “Scattered
According to Campus Pride Index, Montrious and is also a measurement of light, which
Plot,” where he discusses LGBTQ-related topics,
clair State was named in the Top 30 Most
was the perfect fit for Olivia’s last name.
pop culture and entertainment.
LGBTQ-Friendly Colleges or Universities in the
“Positivity and light are definitely things I like
A few days after the Drag Extravaganza, Carlnation in 2018.
to take with me in life and incorporate within my
ton was a guest on Vallejo’s radio show. Carlton
With the help of the LGBTQ Center, Office of
drag persona,” Carlton said.
spoke candidly to Vallejo on the show about what
Social Justice and Diversity and other campus orSenior communication and media arts major
led him to be involved in drag culture.
ganizations, Montclair State continues to encourJustin Vallejo goes by “Justyn Bearlover” when he
“I wanted to express myself,” Carlton said.
age inclusivity and spread awareness about the
dresses in drag. While performing to The Pussy“I wanted to be able to bring my artistry to life.
LGBTQ community.
cat Dolls’ “Hush, Hush,” Vallejo’s wig fell off and
Even though I like to do makeup and construct

‘Patriot Act:’ The Awakening of
Millenial Political Talk Shows
Sunah Choudry
Opinion Editor

As college students in this new
political era, we are being influenced
by all the different types of media
about politics. Some of those influences could be on popular streaming
platforms, such as Netflix, or on your
basic cable networks. Other influences
could be found on podcasts or even
radio shows. In the aftermath of the
2016 election, political media is more
important than ever.
Since the premiere of Hasan Minhaj’s “Patriot Act” on Netflix, there
have been memes circulating all over
Twitter. With these memes, the show
is grasping on to their audience, which
is millennials. Students from Montclair
State University expressed how shows
like Minhaj’s can be beneficial to college students.
“College students nowadays, they
rely on making everything comedic
and also breaking it down in a way
that is so visual,” said sophomore
communication and media arts major
Emely Alba. “[Minhaj] has this giant
screen and then on that screen is just a
bunch of videos of him breaking down
every situation and every episode and
what it means.”
Alba did not know much about

politics before Minhaj’s show and did
not care much for it. After watching
Minhaj’s show, she realized she really
did not know how important politics
are in today’s world.
Alba also likes the way Minhaj
broke down the political information
because it was easy for her to understand.
“We don’t want to read,” Alba
said. “We don’t want to skim through
that article in The New York Times.
We just want to watch someone tell
us about everything, about what’s
going on in the world.”
Also a fan of the “Patriot Act,”
AJ Nichols, a sophomore film major, expressed his disinterest in the
news that led him to watch Minhaj’s
show. He believes the news can be
contradictory and biased but when he
found “Patriot Act,” he was shocked.
“I was like, ‘Wow, this guy is
actually funny,’ and he’s bringing a
whole new political twist on what it
means to be in politics and to understand politics and made it really
simple and concise,’” Nichols said.
“The topics are very important and
very relatable to today’s youth and
college-level students.”
He even went on to describe how
seeing someone young and energetic
made him more interested in watch-

ing the show.
“Then you have this guy who’s
like, ‘Yo, what up!’ It’s like, ‘Okay,
this guy is interesting,’” Nichols said.
The show has even created their
own internet challenges that have
brought fans together.
While some students may float
toward “Patriot Act,” there are other
students that watch or listen to shows
like “Louder With Crowder,” “Joe
Rogan Experience” and “The Ben
Shapiro Show.”
Nicholas Cherrey, a sophomore
television and digital media major, had become more interested in
politics near the 2016 election and decided to stay away from mainstream
news.
“I don’t want to be the guy that
says CNN is fake news, but I do think
there is an aspect to big media corporations having a very strong bias
and putting out things they want to
put out,” Cherrey said. “I think Fox
and CNN do it, and they come from
manufactured news.”
Cherrey also likes that when you
tune into political talk shows, you
can easily grasp what they are talking
about. When he tunes in to a news
source, he finds that one is thrown
into watching a debate that lasts a
quick five minutes.

AJ Melillo, “Sons of Liberty” co-host
and The Montclarion assistant opinion
editor, believes listening to podcasts
and shows, such as “The Ben Shapiro
Show” and “The Michael Knowles
Show,” is also beneficial for college
students.
“They do a good job at connecting
and making it easier to understand for
somebody that doesn’t know politics,”
Melillo said.
As Melillo has his own political talk
show that he co-hosts with fellow student and The Montclarion contributing
writer Stephen Rumbolo, at WMSC
90.3FM, he has had students come up
to him saying that the show has helped
them better understand politics.
“The whole goal of the show is to
make politics easier for college students to understand and it’s also a
learning experience,” Melillo said.
“[Rumbolo and I] are learning just as
much as everybody else is through the
process of the show.”
As Montclair State students tend to
watch different types of political talk
shows, they all still learn more about
politics with the millennial voice being
shouted loud and clear. This makes
one start to believe that this is the rise
of the young generation in politics.
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‘Bumblebee’ Saves the
‘Transformers’ Franchise
from Mediocrity

Top Picks
to Stream
Christmas Movies
‘A Very Murray Christmas’
on Netflix

Photo courtesy of Paramount Pictures
‘Bumblebee’ is a prequel set in the ‘80s starring Hailee Steinfeld,
who discovers the transformer Bumblebee who crash lands on Earth.
Collin De Lade
Staff Writer
“It’s cool to be a Transformers fan again!”
“Bumblebee” marks the sixth entry in the “Transformers” franchise. Last year’s “Transformers: The
Last Knight” was a complete disaster, both critically
and financially. The “Transformers” are in dire need
of a miracle to re-establish the franchise and bring it
back from the grave. “Bumblebee” just might be the
shot of adrenaline the franchise needs.
“Bumblebee” takes audiences back to 1987, the first
time the Transformers arrive on Earth. Bumblebee
is sent to Earth to examine the planet’s condition for
the Autobots to travel for safety. Right as Bumblebee
arrives, two Decepticons, Shatter, played by Angela
Bassett, and Dropkick, played by Justin Theroux, land
as well. They are tasked with destroying him.
Bumblebee hides out as a Volkswagon Buggie
and is picked up by the 18-year-old Charlie, played
by Hailee Steinfeld, who quickly discovers the true
identity of her new car. The human and Autobot
quickly form a friendship and must stop the Decepticons from contacting their homeland before Earth is
declared a battlefield for their war.
The storyline for “Bumblebee” is very similar to
the first live-action “Transformers” movie, with a
young teen getting a new car that turns out to be the
hidden Bumblebee in disguise. Similar to another soft
reboot with “Star Wars: The Force Awakens,” “Bumblebee” reuses similar beats and story elements from
its original film to show audiences the filmmakers can
make a quality “Transformers” movie again. Just like
how “Star Wars” needed to redeem themselves from
the prequels, “Bumblebee” had to restructure itself as
a quality “Transformers” movie.
Director Travis Knight proves to be an amazing
choice to take over the directing duties of Michael
Bay. Knight brings so much heart and creativity to his
work that really shows onscreen. He knows exactly
how to translate what audiences loved about the original toys and cartoon to the big screen.
Everything from the designs to the storyline is
respectfully simplified for anyone to easily follow.
Gone are the complicated designs of the dozens of
Transformers shoved onscreen that made them look
like a pile of trash and the complex narrative that
takes a notebook and two and a half hours in order to
follow.
“Bumblebee” is a simple tale reminiscing the likes
of “E.T.” and “The Iron Giant,” of a human discovering an alien/robot that has to be protected from the
government trying to dissect it, along with trying to
get the creature back to where it belongs. This streamlined narrative is a welcome change that is entertaining to follow and allows more time for the well-choreographed action and genuinely humorous, heartfelt
moments.
Steinfeld is an amazing leading human character to

interact with Bumblebee. She is a rebellious teen, but
still respectful and relatable. All the human characters
are well-written and humanized compared to the
over-the-top characters from previous installments.
Any scene that feels like it’s going to be cringey turns
out to be a genuinely hilarious or heartfelt moment
that will completely win you over.
The movie is disappointing though with its appearance of Optimus Prime, whose role comes off as
being stiff and forgettable. While the “Transformers”
brand has been redeemed with “Bumblebee,” Optimus Prime still has a way to go before he’s allowed
back on top with the rest.
“Bumblebee” is a return to form for the franchise,
with visually stunning effects, an entertaining storyline, genuinely humorous moments and plenty
of heart to go around. It’s finally acceptable to be a
“Transformers” fan again after so many mediocre
movies over the past decade.
This is the direction the franchise needs to go, with
Knight leading it all. This is a great movie to see this
holiday season that will win you over with its emotional moments and exciting action.

Photo courtesy of Paramount Pictures
“Bumblebee” is director Travis Knight’s second directorial effort after 2016’s “Kubo and the Two Strings.”

Photo courtesy of Netflix
“A Very Murray Christmas” is
an interesting take on the Christmas
variety special, filled with musical
numbers and a star-studded cast. The
special, written and directed by Sofia
Coppola, follows Bill Murray’s night
as he prepares to host his own Christmas TV show. Worried that no one will
show up due to a snow storm, Murray
is soon motivated by appearances from
Michael Cera, George Clooney, Miley
Cyrus, Chris Rock and many more. “A
Very Murray Christmas” is a festive
and eccentric movie to stream this holiday season.

- Sharif Hasan
Assistant Entertainment Editor
‘Home Alone’ on Starz

Photo courtesy of 20th Century Fox
“Home Alone” tells the story of Kevin
McCallister, an 8-year-old boy who is accidentally left behind when his family leaves
for vacation for the holidays. He is excited
upon learning that he has the large house
all to himself. His excitement is cut short
when he learns two burglars are planning
to rob his house, thinking the entire family
has left on vacation. He then takes it upon
himself to protect his home and prepare for
the intruders.
This Christmas comedy film, released
in 1990, has legendary names behind it, including Christopher Columbus as director
and John Hughes as screenwriter. The film
also kick-started the career of Macaulay
Culkin, who rose to the status of child star
as a result of the film’s popularity. “Home
Alone” also stars mafia movie legend Joe
Pesci as Harry, as one of the burglars.

- Thomas Neira
Assistant Entertainment Editor
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‘Spider-Man: Into The Spider-Verse’ is the
Best Animated Film of 2018
Diego Cota
Staff Writer
For the past 16 years, we have seen a lot of
Spider-Man films with Peter Parker as the protagonist. In 2018, Sony decided to release “Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse,” an animated
movie that features the story of Miles Morales as
the hero for the first time on the big screen.
After seeing an early screening, I am surprised that it took so long to make a movie
about this character. “Spider-Man: Into the
Spider-Verse” is by far the best animated film
of the year, and the best Spider-Man film since
“Spider-Man 2.”
“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” follows the story of how Miles Morales becomes
Spider-Man and shows what his personal and
school life is like. Furthermore, we get a look at
how the city is run by Kingpin and other villains.
After a portal to other dimensions opens
up and wrecks havoc, other Spider-Men from
different dimensions end up in Miles Morales’s
universe. This leads them all to team up to not
only stop Kingpin from taking over, but for the
other Spider-Men to return to their dimensions.
From an entertaining perspective, this film
succeeds tremendously. With a runtime of
approximately two hours, the film flies by in an
instant, with no scenes that drag. The film presents its story as if it were a comic book. There
are scenes where you will see captions of what is
going on in Miles’ head. It’s a love letter to comic
books and other Spider-Man films, as there are
several visual recreations of scenes from other
live-action films.
Since the format the film chooses to tell its story works so well, it leads to flawless editing and
animation. It is refreshing to see an animated
film that blends hand-drawn and computer-generated images.
It’s not only the technical aspects that work
in all the right ways, but the characters are all
fascinating. Similar to Peter, Miles is a regular

‘Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse’ swings into theaters on Dec. 14.
kid who is trying to balance his social, school and
family life. His father, a police officer, and his mother, a nurse, want what is best for him. But even then,
the relationship between Miles and his parents is not
exactly stable. Miles has a close relationship with his
uncle, who his father insists is not a good role model.
Other characters include different types of Spider-Men, including Peter, Spider-Ham, Spider-Man:
Noir, Gwen Stacy and Peni Parker. All of these
characters shine and deliver a lot of great supporting
roles. Each has their own spin on the Spider-Man
character, and every time there’s an introduction to
their character, a lot of laughs are provoked.
Speaking of the humor, this film is incredibly hilarious. Consistently throughout the film, I was laughing hard. It was a good balance between that aspect

Photo courtesy of Sony Pictures

and the thrilling actions scenes.
Above all of that, there is also a lot of heart in this
film. There are a lot of emotional moments with Miles
and his family, and scenes in which characters reconcile
and have conversations that stick with the audience.
As an animated film and as an overall film, it has
everything to offer. We have gotten a plethora of superhero films over the past couple of years, and even then,
it still feels refreshed and original in the right ways.
When it opens in theaters on Dec. 14, make sure to
go see it on the big screen. It is absolutely worth it.

Mrs. Maisel is More Marvelous than Ever
Rebecca Serviss
Assistant Opinion Editor
The “Mad Divorcee of the Upper West Side,”
Midge Maisel, is back and more marvelous than
ever in season two of Amazon’s Golden Globe and
Emmy-winning original series, “The Marvelous Mrs.
Maisel.”
The entire cast has returned, including Golden
Globe and Emmy Award winner, Rachel Brosnahan
as Midge Maisel, Emmy winner Alex Borstein as
Midge’s manager Susie Myerson, Michael Zegan as
Midge’s ex-husband Joel, Tony Shalhoub as Midge’s
father Abraham “Abe” Weissman and Marin Hinkle
as Abe’s wife Rose.
Midge’s conflict in season two is maintaining her
new double life as a housewife and comedian. She
has been keeping her comedy life from close friends
and family because she fears what they might think.
She still goes out each night without telling anyone, but it soon becomes very difficult to keep her
secret. Midge runs into many close calls, including
when one of her friends spots Susie high in Midge’s
bathtub.
Susie begins to find more gigs for Midge at new
venues other than their usual pub, The Gaslight,
taking her comedy career to the next level. Midge
feels more confident being on stage and continues to
defy her housewife persona by competing with male
comedians.
What sets season two apart from its predecessor is
the new adventures the protagonists take. The show

expands its borders outside of Manhattan to places
like Paris and the Catskills as viewers get the chance
to follow the duo on tour as Midge climbs the ladder
of fame.
There is also more character development. Viewers
get to see more crazy family drama between the Maisels and Weissmans, and how each family is still trying to overcome the aftermath of the divorce. There
are also more moments centered around Midge and
Joel as parents interacting with their two children,
Ethan and Esther.
Of course, there is what viewers have been waiting
for since they finished season one: more stand-up.
Midge’s career has become more than just poking fun
at her divorce. She hypnotizes each audience with her
natural comedic ability, whether it is taking digs at
her male counterparts or even making prank calls live
on the set of a telethon for arthritis.
Another amazing aspect taken from the first
season is the timeliness of the soundtrack featured in
each episode. While some songs are not actually from
the ‘50s, there are many notable artists like Barbra
Streisand, Frank Sinatra and Louis Armstrong that
set the mood of each scene and give the series that
mid-twentieth-century feel.
“The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel” season two is
nominated for three Golden Globe awards for best
television series - musical or comedy, Brosnahan for
best performance by an actress in a television series musical or comedy and Borstein for best performance
by an actress in a supporting role in a series.
The series is the perfect reason to sign up for
Amazon Prime for those who may be skeptical about

the streaming service. Both seasons are now available
for streaming and will make viewers keep reaching
for the tissue box for all 18 episodes. One can expect
to cry, either it be due to the show’s sad moments or
because they are unable to stop laughing.

Photo courtesy of Amazon Studios
The new season of “The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel“
was available on Amazon Prime on Dec. 5.
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F is for Forkoontula in
Season 3 of ‘F is for Family’

Dominique Evans
Managing Editor

Despite all of the cheerful content Netflix is
offering this holiday season, the Murphy family
dives right into summer in the third season of
“F is for Family.” Bill Burr and friends rise to the
occasion of bringing the Murphys to life in a new
figurative and literal season.
With the summer comes the addition of hilarious and scandalous performances from Vince
Vaughn and Eileen Fogarty. The two shake up
the cul-de-sac and leave viewers with dropped
jaws and aching stomachs.
A new season of Netflix’s favorite ‘f’
bomb-dropping animated family became available to stream on Nov. 30. In the aftermath of
season two’s big pregnancy reveal, Kevin’s
virginity loss, the stealing of the Salad Tosser,
Vic’s drug abuse, Bill’s crush on his bully’s sister
and Frank’s attempt to keep things afloat after
ending the season re-employed, trials and tribulations never seem to end for the Murphy family.
However, a new season doesn’t mean old
habits don’t die hard. In return, neither does
some of their humor. You can expect Frank,
played by Burr, threatening to throw his kids
through a wall and leaving them short-changed
regardless of what he considers his best efforts to
be a supportive father.
This season, Sue, voiced by Laura Dern, fights
to maintain her entrepreneurial spirit with a
new baby on the way. She does this while Frank
works against his negative perspective in an
attempt to connect with his kids before their new
addition arrives. However, all of the affection
Frank desires to provide to his family is divided
when Chet, voiced by Vaughn, and his wife/
spoil of war, played by Fogarty, move into the

neighborhood.
It is needless to say that the wedding crasher
turns Frank’s world upside down. As an airforce veteran, Chet is a ‘70s picturesque figure of
a proper American hero. Yet, Vaughn’s character has a dark side that can be seen as a major
social critique of an old school veteran narrative
through a comedic lens.
That being said, the season shows no holds
bar and leaves nothing to the imagination when
dealing with topics of its time. With the addition of Nguyen Nguyen, Fogarty’s character,
the show’s exploitation of race for humor seems
to go up about 30 percent. However, what else
would you expect from Burr?
There is a lot of borderline humor within the
show’s third run, but the Murphy family works
individually and collectively to not let a new
baby define them. They all fight against their nature and reinvent themselves. This includes the
younger Murphys. With the addition of Maureen, voiced by Debi Derryberry, to the middle
kids club, the children fight to develop their own
sense of selves while also looking toward their
parents for approval, now more than ever.
All of this is done in an equally raw and
comedic fashion. Kevin and Bill, voiced by Justin
Long and Haley Reinhart, both give great performances. Their characters bring a more lighthearted humor to the series as they go through
growing pains that include poolside wood,
trying to fit in with the crowd, daydreaming and
crushes. The two also work on how to balance
friendships while searching for themselves.
The Murphys teach us that disappointment
can make you stronger and more determined.
It can also be very funny. They do this through
their antics and all while making viewers laugh
at both the absurdity and reality of it all.

Photo courtesy of Netflix
Bill Burr is raw and hilarious as Frank Murphy in the
Nextflix original ‘F is for Family.’
Bottom line – if you love Burr’s raw humor
and have been keeping up with the Murphy
family, then season three of “F is for Family”
won’t disappoint.

The 1975 Hit it Big with ‘A Brief
Inquiry Into Online Relationships’
Anthony Gabbianelli
Sports Editor
Pop-rock band The 1975 take a lot of their
musical and lyrical inspiration from earlier
forms of pop music. More specifically, records
from the ‘80s and even the early ‘90s are what
the band builds their music upon.
Their newest album, “A Brief Inquiry Into
Online Relationships” is no different, yet the
band molds this inspiration and their own creativity to put out their best album to date. While
their first two albums are enjoyable, their latest
is on a different level of excellence.
Starting off the album, “Give Yourself A
Try,” “TOOTIMETOOTIMETOOTIME” and
“Love It If We Made It” set the standard for
how good this album is going to be. “Give
Yourself A Try” puts a lot of emphasis on the
screeching guitar rift, as that plays throughout
the song. It’s fast-paced with a really smooth
bassline that gets tied up nicely in the chorus.
“TOOTIMETOOTIMETOOTIME” has a
groovy, club-like beat to it that should be applauded. These two songs were also part of the
five singles released before the album came out.
“Love It If We Made It” is by far the best
song on the entire album. Also from the collection of singles, the song packs a punch from the
very start and doesn’t slow down. This song has
a lot of politically topical lyrics that really drive
its message that the band would really love it if
we could all get out of this mess of a world and
live in one piece.
This is where the album hits a kind of a snag.
While every song on the album is enjoyable in
their own right, it’s the middle section of the al-

Photo courtesy of Interscope Records
The 1975’s newest album, “A Brief Inquiry Into Online Relationships,” hits new highs for the British pop band.
bum that seems to take a dip in quality. From “Be
My Mistake” to “Inside Your Mind,” these songs
aren’t quite as impactful as the ones that led off
“A Brief Inquiry Into Online Relationships.”
“Be My Mistake” is a slower ballad that brings
quick beat of the previous songs to a halt. It’s a
fine and lovely song, but it should’ve been paired
with the other slower songs on the back end of the
album. The same could also be said for “Inside
Your Mind.”
“Sincerity Is Scary” has a jazzier feel to it that,
again, if proceeding a song like the similarly jazzy

“Mine,” would have made that much better of
an impact. “The Man Who Married A Robot/
Love Theme” is the album’s interlude. It’s awkward, and with the weird text-to-speech, it’s the
most off-putting track on the album.
“I Like America & America Likes Me” is a
more synthy, politically charged song that really
stands out in the album’s middle. It’s one of the
shorter songs, yet it doesn’t waste any time with
its solid beat and lyrics.
“It’s Not Living (If It’s Not With You)” and
“I Always Wanna Die (Sometimes)” are the last
two songs worth mentioning off of the 15-track
record. The former is a very ‘80s influenced
track that, if it had been released back then, really could’ve skyrocketed to stardom. The song
still deserves praise for just being very fun and
vibrant.
“I Always Wanna Die (Sometimes)” closes
the entire album beautifully. Starting off slow,
it builds throughout its five-minute runtime.
With a darker subject matter, it says to keep
going even if life seems to not be in your favor.
It’s very powerful and a message that should be
echoed more in media.
“A Brief Inquiry Into Online Relationships”
really triumphs with how consistently good
each song is. While some songs should have
been paired with others in order for their impact
to be felt more, it’s not only the 1975’s best album but also one of the year’s best albums.
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Senior Goodbye:
Anthony Paradiso

THU 12/13

What I’ll miss about my two years as a reporter

No Games

FRI 12/14
Women’s Basketball at
Brooklyn College
5:30 p.m.

SAT 12/15
No Games

Anthony Gabbianelli | The Montclarion

Anthony Paradiso has covered women’s soccer, women’s ice hockey, football and lacrosse
for the sports section of The Montclarion.

Anthony Paradiso
Assistant Sports Editor

SUN 12/16
No Games

MON 12/17
No Games

TUE 12/18
No Games

WED 12/19
Women’s Basketball vs.
Wisconsin Lutheran College
St. Petersburg Classic
3 p.m.

I am so lucky to have
been a part of The Montclarion for the past two years. I
wrote about four different
sports: lacrosse, women’s
soccer, women’s ice hockey and football. I have met
some wonderful people at
Montclair State University’s
sports programs and it was
a really enjoyable experience.
Back in September
2016, I took my first journalism class, which was taught
by The Montclarion’s faculty adviser, Tara George.
Professor George suggested
I write some sports articles
for The Montclarion because
I had written an article about
a women’s soccer game in
her class and received a high
grade on it. I began writing
about the women’s soccer
team following that, which
was a great first assignment
for me.
I also wrote an article
about an interview with religion professor Mark Clatterbuck, which focused on
the threats fracked-gas pipelines pose to the environment. The environment has
always been a huge passion
of mine, and I wanted to
write something that would
call attention to this issue.
As it turned out, professor Clatterbuck invited
me to come to a panel dis-

Red Hawks Men’s Basketball: 83
The College of New Jersey: 93
Red Hawks Women’s Basketball: 42
The College of New Jersey: 58

cussion about the Standing
Rock protests at the Feliciano School of Business. I
listened to Clatterbuck as
well as Ramapough-Lenape
Chief Dwayne Perry speak
to a crowd of students about
the protests. This is one of
the most interesting experiences I had at Montclair
State. I reported on the national story and was able to
localize it.
Anthony Gabbianelli has been a tremendous sports editor. This semester, we added several
new writers and always had
content filled week after
week. I attribute that to how
Gabbianelli handles things.
Gabbianelli has always been
very considerate of his writers and puts a lot of thought
into his weekly emails.
Gabbianelli also
takes time out of his schedule to sit down and discuss

pitch ideas with the sports
section, even after regular
meetings are done with.
The whole sports section
has been awesome because
of writers like Adam Grassani, Samantha Impaglia
and Corey Annan. They
have stepped up and done
great work. Because of this, I
think the sports section is in
great hands going forward.
Editor-in-Chief Haley
Wells, thank you for showing such enthusiasm when
you checked in with me on
when I was writing about
the women’s ice hockey
team. Wells is one of the
people I looked forward to
seeing at every meeting and
the newspaper is lucky to
have her.
I appreciate Chief
Copy Editor Fiorella Medina and Managing Editor
Dominique Evans for proofreading and editing my ar-

Anthony Paradiso has been
Anthony Gabbianelli | The Montclarion
the assistant sports editor since
the spring semester of 2017.

Red Hawk Recap
Red Hawks Men’s Ice Hockey: 3
Merrimack College: 4

ticles and being a pleasure
to work with as well.
I was very fortunate
to have covered the women’s ice hockey team during the past two years. Last
year, the women’s ice hockey team won their first ever
division championship and
also made it to the Division
III National Tournament for
the first time in program’s
history.
When I first started
covering the women’s ice
hockey team, I had a professional relationship with
the players and coach Dave
Solomon that made interviewing them very enjoyable. It was remarkable to
watch this team go from a
4-8 season to a 14-3-1 season
in a year where they accomplished a historic feat that
all Montclair State sports
programs could look up to.
In the spring semester of 2017, I was named
an assistant sports editor by
Anthony Gabbianelli, which
was a great honor. I can see I
have come a long way since
my first year at the paper in
a short period of time.
The experiences I
have had at The Montclarion has challenged me to become a better writer and a
more well-rounded professional, which are two things
I hope to take with me into
the future.

Red Hawks Men’s Ice Hockey: 1
University of New Hampshire: 4
Red Hawks Women’s Ice Hockey: 7
Villanova University: 12
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STUDY
ABROAD
FAIR
Wednesday

February 6th, 2019
NEW for 2018-2019:
Study Away
in the USA!

11:00am – 3:00pm
Student Center Ballrooms

through National Student
Exchange (NSE)

Come learn about study abroad
programs in 60+ countries and
scholarship opportunities.

http://www.montclair.edu/study-abroad/
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Student Athlete Profile:
Peter Obertan Jr.
Sophomore basketball player bounces back from injury

Samantha Impaglia
Assistant Sports Editor

Sophomore forward and center for the Montclair State University men’s basketball team
Peter Obertan Jr. did not have
the start he hoped for in his college basketball career. Coming
off a freshman year missed due
to injury, Obertan had to work
extra hard to get back into the
game once he was cleared.
The exercise science major
from Iselin, New Jersey, suffered from a super-ventricular
tachycardia in his heart, which
caused it to beat too fast while
exercising. Due to this, Obertan
was not cleared to play once
the basketball season rolled
around.
Despite his troubles and
the entire season he had to take
off, Obertan found a way to
bounce back and continue his
college basketball career for his
sophomore season.
“It was extremely tough
taking a year off due to injury
because I couldn’t be out there
getting better with my teammates,” Obertan said. “As a
competitor and a lover of the
sport, not being able to play
basketball for an extended period of time was really hard because I spent [the] majority of
my days doing that and it was
taken away from me. All I could
do is trust the process and get
better day by day in the summer.”
Obertan started building
his basketball skills early, playing on his first team in the sixth
grade. His tall and broad appearance gave him the perfect
body shape that a basketball
player needs.
His skills only grew as he
continued to play the sport all
throughout middle school, high
school and now into college.
“I think my size and mobility give me an edge when it
comes to basketball,” Obertan
said. “I can spread the court
with my shooting, and I can
move well for my height and
position.”
Standing at 6 foot 8 inches
tall, it seems like Obertan was
born to play basketball. Although he does not have a lot of
stats due to his injury, it is still
easy to tell that Obertan makes
an impact on the court.
He helped bring the Red
Hawks to a win against City
College of New York in the Ol-

Nthabiseng Mushi| The Montclarion

After missing his first season due to an injury, Peter Obertan Jr. builds his way
back to his former self in his sophomore year.

lie Gelston Classic with a threepoint play late in the second
half of the game, giving Montclair State a 99-72 lead.
Only playing in three
games so far this season, Obertan took advantage of the opportunities he received.
“Personally, I’m still
coming back from my injury
and working hard to get back
to where I was prior to taking
the year off,” Obertan said. “My
overall goal is to go in and make
an impact wherever needed and
however possible.”
Proof that Obertan
makes an impact both on and
off the court comes from teammate and friend Joseph Radi,
a sophomore forward from
Monsey, New York. As a close
friend of Obertan’s, Radi knows
first-hand the impact Obertan
makes.
“Obertan is a great teammate. He knows the game and
he brings a sense of humor to
the team and is a great locker
room guy as well,” Radi said.
“He works and plays very hard.
He is the definition of a tough
player.”
The time off last season
gave Obertan the opportunity to
really understand his strengths

and weaknesses when it
comes to basketball. Being
able to pinpoint what you are
good at and what needs work
is key in becoming a versatile
player. He talked about how
shooting and rebounding are
at top notch right now, while
his speed and agility need
some work.
Another factor in Obertan’s success when it comes to
basketball comes from good
morals and being inspired by
his parents. Having a good
head on your shoulders is essential for being a successful
student-athlete.
With Obertan coming
from a family whose parents
immigrated from Slovakia as
well as being born there, he
sees how hard work and persistence help you reach your
goals in life.
“My parents inspire me
when it comes to basketball
because ever since they came
to America, they’ve been
working extremely hard to
achieve the goals they set for
themselves and their family,”
Obertan said. “Seeing that
growing up inspired me to
go after what I really wanted
and that was to play basket-

ball at a high level.”
Being able to balance
your goals and personal life is
especially important for student-athletes. Obertan has a
variety of goals, both on and
off the court. He stressed that
his focus remains on being a
student first, while still working hard on the basketball court
and taking some time for himself to be adventurous.
Obertan even wants to
take his basketball skills to the
next level by wanting to pursue
playing the sport overseas.
“I want to continue on and
play overseas since I already
have a European passport and
love Europe in general,” Obertan said. “Outside of basketball,
my goal is to become a podiatrist or a physical therapist.”
Obertan uses basketball to fulfill his dreams as well
as reach his goals. Keeping
basketball and school separate
is good at times, but there are
many aspects of the game that
help Obertan to work toward
his goals.
“Basketball is helping
me reach my goals because it
instills hard work, responsibility and discipline into my daily
life,” Obertan said. “That helps

me work hard off the court and
make sure I’m getting everything done to the best of my
ability.”
Overall, Obertan has had
a great experience being on
the Montclair State men’s basketball team. Team chemistry
is key for having a successful
team and that aspect is present
with this team.
“Being on the basketball
team is an amazing experience
because of all the great people I
met because of it,” Obertan said.
“They have truly turned into
my family away from home.”
The team is now 8-2 this
season and will get the chance
to continue their great start during break on Dec. 30 against
Williams College and Dec. 31
against Virginia Wesleyan University. Obertan is excited to
keep his sophomore season going strong and looks to help the
team out as much as he can.
“I’m feeling really good
about this season for our team,”
Obertan said. “We truly have
become a family, and we have
great chemistry together on the
court because of it. We’ve had a
great start to the season and are
looking to keep that success going.”

